


Wander around our calm, collected, 
extremely happy boarding school 
environment and you will see that those 
founding principles are very much in 
place today.

In 1907, our founder, Miss Olive Willis, 
set out to create a school that would be 
different.

Disillusioned by the independent 
education that existed for girls at the 
time, she held the strong belief that a 
school was required which would meet 
the needs of young women by valuing 
and prizing individuals and engendering 
a strong sense of community. 

She believed that excellence, excitement 
and enthusiasm for the world around 
should be hallmarks of that school 
community, that teachers should not be 
placed on pedestals and that girls should 
not be expected to rush around in a 
feverish attempt to behave like boys.

Consequently, Downe House was 
established as ‘a school where each 
individual within the community matters 
and where relationships between staff 
and pupils are normal’.

Our founding principles



We encourage and support our girls as they identify and 
develop their academic strengths but we also provide almost 
limitless opportunities to become accomplished musicians, 
actors, athletes, artists – wherever their talents and ambitions 
take them. Downe House girls excel, but they do so because 
they enjoy what they do. This is why they leave us with the 
confidence to embrace the challenges of further education,  
of the world of work, of life beyond Downe House.

When a girl is entrusted to our care, we believe it is our 
duty to provide an environment that both supports her 
development and celebrates her individuality. There is no 
typical Downe House girl. The whole point for us is that 
they are all very different. What they have in common 
however, is that they are given as many opportunities as 
possible to become the women that they want to be. 

A school for independent girls



“Coming to Downe House has certainly been one of 
my best experiences. Settling in was easy because 
everyone was so welcoming and it feels like one big 
community.” AYOBAMI



With a rich and varied programme 
of extra-curricular activities, we also 
develop interests in subjects, sports and 
hobbies that may not previously have 
been experienced or even considered.

Through a carefully developed ‘three  
tier’ boarding structure, we help girls  
in the lower years to settle in as quickly 
as possible and assist and support  
older pupils as their personal needs  
and learning requirements change.

At Downe House, our aim is to take  
each girl on an adventure in education  
– an adventure that will leave her  
feeling as if there is nothing in life  
she cannot achieve.

As a boarding community, we are 
fortunate enough to have two of the 
most highly prized assets necessary  
to achieve our objective, namely time  
and space. 

Not tied by the constraints of a 
traditional school day, we provide an 
exceptional range of opportunities both 
inside and outside the classroom.

Our approach allows girls to explore 
each subject in depth, without feeling 
time-pressured; it recognises individual 
learning styles and is supported by 
exceptional levels of pastoral care.

The true value of boarding



From ballet and modern dance to horse 
riding, hobby clubs, polo, enrichment 
lectures and talks by well-known guest 
speakers, the choice is wide and varied.

Never forgetting, however, that evenings 
are also a time to relax, catch up on work 
and prepare for the next day, Housestaff 
are on hand to chat, listen, provide ample 
supplies of toast and hot chocolate, and 
to help everyone unwind.

In truth, there is no such thing as a 
typical day at Downe House. After all, 
each girl is an individual, with individual 
ambitions, goals and interests.

That said, the common themes of 
challenge and activity play a major role  
in daily school life.

After catching up with friends over 
breakfast, girls attend assembly or 
morning service in our Christian chapel.

Lessons then commence at 9am, with 
every girl benefiting from an individual 
timetable created around her choice of 
subjects and supported by a variety of 

teaching styles designed to make her 
feel comfortable in the classroom and 
inspired to learn.

The school day is divided into thirteen 
teaching periods with breaks in the 
morning and for lunch and tea.

Prep slots are also factored into each 
school day, allowing ample time to 
complete independent work. 

Academic learning concludes at 6pm 
and, following supper, there is the 
opportunity for social time or to take 
part in extra-curricular activities.

A typical school day



“My experience at Downe House 
has been amazing and fun-filled. 
There are constantly friends 
around you.” ROMILLY



“Downe House offers amazing 
experiences like learning new things, 
going to new places and making 
friends for life.” YASMINE



Instead, we believe in providing 
opportunities that enthuse, motivate, 
boost self-belief and – above all – make 
learning fascinating and fun.

By seeking to inspire each girl to achieve, 
we aim to provide a sense of fulfilment 
and progress, and encourage confidence 
to grow. 

With strong academic values, excellent 
teachers and superbly equipped 
classrooms, Downe House is renowned 
for providing an outstanding education.

A major aspect of academic life at our 
school, however, is the opportunity 
to experience a much wider range of 
subject combinations. 

The core curriculum subjects of 
English, Mathematics and Science are 
complemented by a greater choice of 
the Humanities, the Classics and Social 

Sciences, as well as ample opportunities 
for Creativity, Sport and more practically-
focused lessons. 

Separate Sciences are offered. Choices 
are as diverse as Food Technology, Latin 
and Chinese.

Perhaps most importantly, no matter 
which subjects are taken, educational 
excellence is the goal but without 
resorting to an academic ‘hot-house’ 
approach.

A curriculum to encourage and inspire 



Our packed Performing Arts calendar 
commences with the annual festival of 
House Drama in October and concludes 
with the spectacular School production, 
one of the glittering centre-pieces of 
our summer Founder’s Weekend. With 
an impressive Performing Arts Centre 
and Drama Studios, we provide excellent 
facilities for teaching and performing. 

Many girls also have private Music, Dance 
and Speech and Drama lessons, which 
may focus on preparing for examinations.

Nurturing mind and spirit, we take great 
pride in fostering a love of Art, Music  
and Drama. 

Art classes, for example, not only focus 
on developing each girl’s creative 
abilities, but also aim to foster a genuine 
aesthetic appreciation. Supported by 
workshops and lectures by local artists, 
visits to galleries, and the opportunity 
to make full use of our extensive Art, 
Pottery and Photographic facilities, 
girls are encouraged to develop their 
own style and experiment with different 
approaches.

Music forms an intrinsic part of daily 
school life and is enjoyed by the whole 
community. 

The opportunities to make music are 
considerable and embrace chapel music, 
lunchtime concerts, school musicals, 
concerts, chamber orchestras and choirs. 
In addition, the school’s big band, rock 
bands and other ensembles provide 
ample occasions for girls to learn and 
play together.

Drama lessons encourage teamwork and 
boost self-confidence immeasurably.  

A love of the Arts 



“Individuality is at the heart of the 
Downe House Art department and 
we are always encouraged to try 
new things.” AMELIA



A sense of adventure
Curriculum sport is enhanced by an 
exciting programme of extra-curricular 
activities. The co-curricular team works 
hard to accommodate the interests 
and passions of pupils, from fencing 
and sailing to horse-riding and polo. By 
taking new challenges, the girls learn 
to build self-esteem, and inspire each 
other to aim high and risk failure. Effort 
and achievement are highly valued at 
all levels but many girls are focused on 
sport for the sheer pleasure of becoming 
healthier and fitter, a culture which is 
positively encouraged.

At Downe House we ensure that every 
pupil has the opportunity to take part 
and compete in a range of sporting 
activities.  

The School has a strong ‘Sport for All’ 
ethos. Encouraging physical activity, 
instilling a competitive spirit and 
promoting teamwork are all important 
and our aim is to enable every girl to 
reach her potential in whatever sport  
she enjoys and at any level.

We are fortunate to have a dedicated 
team of sports specialists who coach the 
girls in lacrosse, netball, hockey, tennis, 
swimming, squash, gymnastics, athletics, 
dance, cross-country and trampolining. 

The school’s 110 acre site provides 
a wonderful setting for extensive 
facilities which include playing fields 
accommodating six lacrosse pitches, 
an all-weather pitch and seventeen 
tennis courts, plus a first-class sports 
hall, fitness and dance studios, heated 
swimming pool, netball courts and 
squash courts.

Many Downe House girls regularly 
represent their county, region or country. 
For others, the positive mindset, fitness 
and confidence that they gain from 
regular participation, house competitions 
or school fixtures are a great reward.

A sporting pedigree



“Personally I came to Downe House for 
the sport and it has not let me down. My 
standard has increased greatly and I feel 
like it’s only going to get better.” ALEXA



“Downe has quickly become a 
second home to me.” SELINA



Joining at 13+
For many girls, the chance to stay on at Prep 
School just that little bit longer provides the 
opportunity to grow in maturity and enjoy all 
the privileges of getting to the top of a Prep 
School. For others, they simply may not have 
been ready at 11 or 12+. All girls move into 
their Mixed Age Houses together at this stage 
and begin the journey through to I/GCSE. 
Typically a third of the year group joins at this 
stage, and it is an extremely important and 
successful entry point too!

“I came at age 12 because Veyrines was an 
amazing opportunity that I didn’t want to miss 
out on.” Cosima

“Arriving at age 13 is great because there are a 
lot of new girls but there are some older girls 
to look after you too, so you get the best of 
both worlds.” Chisengo 

Perhaps the question most frequently 
asked by parents and their daughters is: 
“When is the right time to join Downe 
House?” In truth, however, it really 
doesn’t matter whether girls come to our 
school at 11+, 12+ or 13+, as each point 
of entry offers different benefits and 
the most important thing is that your 
daughter comes when the time is right 
for her. As each new girl automatically 
becomes a member of one of our Mixed 
Age Houses, she is quickly introduced  
to the fun and challenges that full 
boarding brings.

Joining at 11+ 
If your daughter will leave her current 
Prep school at 11+, this could be the 
natural time to progress to Downe House. 
It is a time when the pastoral care is 
geared to supporting girls to manage 
their transition from home to school 
and into senior school. Smaller boarding 
houses allow girls to be nurtured, grow 
in confidence and yet benefit from all the 
advantages of a larger school.

Joining at 12+
Coming to Downe House at 12+ means 
joining as part of a smaller cohort 
(typically only 10-12 pupils). New girls 
are warmly welcomed into the school 
community by current pupils and 
friendship groups are quickly formed. 
Girls joining at 12+ also spend a term at 
our satellite school in France.

So when is the best time to join Downe House?



“I love being in my House, 
it’s like a big family and 
everyone helps and supports 
each other.” JESS 



w

Irrespective of when they join us, Downe House girls enjoy the 
very highest levels of personal support.

This is not simply reflected through outstanding pastoral care 
during each of the three stages of our boarding community – 
the Lower School, the Upper School and the Sixth Form – but 
is complemented by one of the most comprehensive tutorial 
systems you will find.

With warmth and guidance from our pastoral staff, girls are 
encouraged to live happily and develop fully in every aspect  
of their lives.

Through regular meetings with an individually assigned 
Academic Tutor, they benefit from knowing that someone is 
always there to talk to about lessons, learning and all other 
aspects of School life.

A community that genuinely cares

Supported by a dedicated team of Housestaff and older 
students, our House teams take great pride in providing  
a genuine home environment.

Working in close association with parents, they also never 
forget the great privilege of being entrusted with the  
wellbeing of someone else’s child. 

The Housemistress sees ‘their’ girls on a daily basis. They wake 
them in the morning, meet them in the classroom, cheer them 
on the sports field and catch up with them after school.

Organising countless activities in the evenings, as well as 
excursions at the weekends, each member of the House team 
views the role as a vocation, a true way of life.

A truly wonderful home from home



Living in beautifully restored and cosy 
farm buildings that nestle around a pretty 
courtyard, all girls are cared for by the 
school head, her husband and their team, 
the majority of whom are French.

In addition to their term in France, during 
their time at Downe House, girls take part 
in curriculum trips locally, nationally and 
internationally. 

Theatre visits, concert trips, and journeys 
to Italy, France, Germany and Spain, 
further enrich the school curriculum.

Ask any Downe House girl who comes 
at 11 and 12+ to name a single highlight 
of her time with us and there is every 
chance she will say ‘Veyrines’.

That is because at 12+ every girl spends a 
term in the beautiful Périgord Noir, at our 
smaller ‘farmhouse’ school in the quaint 
rural commune of Veyrines-de-Domme.

A totally unique opportunity, Veyrines 
provides a very different learning 
experience.

Designed to encourage each girl to feel 
part of a community, the Veyrines term 
isn’t simply about improving spoken 
French in an idyllic setting; it is about 
encouraging young minds to totally 
immerse themselves in a new culture.

Located just a few minutes’ drive from 
the picturesque valley of the Dordogne, 
this beautiful area is rich in art, history 
and geography – all of which provide a 
natural extension to the classroom.

Totally enriching, the Veyrines term 
includes charity work, an exchange with 
pupils from a local school and even 
spending a day at the Lycée Hôtelier 
Quercy-Périgord Cookery School.

During each term, carefully planned 
sorties encourage independent study 
and fire the imagination. Examples of 
sorties include the opportunity to meet 
local experts, such as an internationally 
famous truffle hunter, a chocolate maker 
and a jeweller.

Veyrines – the French experience



“The term in Veyrines is a once in a 
lifetime opportunity, unique to Downe 
House, that takes friendship, French and 
fun to a whole new level!” ALICE



“Downe House has helped me to 
grow into a more confident person.” 

CECELIA



DH LINKS networking events with 
alumnae and parents inspire the girls to 
explore options for internships, university 
courses and future careers, whilst 
through the Young Enterprise scheme 
they learn the ropes of setting up a real 
life business.

In addition, enrichment and super-
curricular opportunities extend learning 
and build a compelling CV for the future. 

Spacious facilities, coffee bars and 
common rooms allow the girls to relax 
and socialise, whilst complementing their 
move towards independence and laying 
the foundation for their next chapter.

Girls are encouraged to aim high and 
reach for their dreams – many exceed 
their own expectations.

Joining the Sixth Form is the culmination 
of an exciting education adventure and 
one that the girls aspire to throughout 
their School life. It goes without saying 
that outstanding examination results and 
access to some of the world’s leading 
universities are almost a given for girls 
entering our Sixth Form. 

During these final two years at Downe 
House we do everything possible to 
help prepare each girl to cope with life’s 
challenges, embrace every opportunity 
and excel in the world.

Independence and leadership are 
woven into the fabric of Sixth Form life, 
balanced by a firm focus on wellbeing. 
Social and academic events with leading 

boys’ schools are a regular feature of 
the calendar, as are lectures, delivered 
by speakers of international renown, 
giving a compelling insight into current 
affairs. Many girls also choose to take the 
Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award, which 
develops fitness, emotional maturity and 
initiative.

Whatever a girl’s ambition, the Higher 
Education team is there to support her 
on the exciting journey to life beyond 
Downe House. Preparation starts 
early with guidance at every stage for 
university applications, gap years or 
careers. Specialist tutors in Oxbridge, 
medicine, creative careers and overseas 
applications are part of the expert team.

The Sixth Form – meeting the future with confidence



Equally, charity fundraising and volunteering 
for local and international link charities allow 
the girls to develop an understanding of 
their place in the world and an awareness of 
the importance of community service. The 
School regularly organises trips for the girls 
to visit their overseas charities to witness 
at first hand the difference fundraising can 
make to disadvantaged children around the 
world. They also lend practical support, for 
example, painting classrooms, playing games 
with children or cooking food.

Girls leave Downe House ready to play their 
part as outward-looking global citizens. Their 
connection to the School, to each other and 
to the wider community of alumnae remains 
strong as they embark upon their lives beyond 
Downe House. 

Global awareness is built into School life 
from the outset. Downe House strives 
to provide girls with an excellent holistic 
education which equips them with the 
knowledge and skills to play a full and 
positive part in a fast-changing world.

As society becomes ever more globalised 
and the international employment 
landscape widens, so our Global 
Initiatives team supports each girl to 
develop her potential to meet these 
opportunities. Personal choice and 
individuality are key. 

The School has developed an exciting 
programme of incoming and outgoing 
exchanges with eleven schools across 
the globe to inspire the girls to gain 
immersive cultural experiences which 
build tolerance and understanding, 
as well as adding to their broadening 
awareness as global citizens. We have 
partner schools in North America, 
Europe, South Africa, Asia and Australia. 
The younger girls also join with leading 
boys’ schools to explore different cultures 
through, for example, China Day or Africa 
Day. 

Global Initiatives -  
preparing world-ready women



We hope our prospectus has provided an insight into the 
outstanding teaching, incredible opportunities and wonderful 

boarding environment available to your daughter at Downe House.

To find out more about our school and to arrange to visit us, please 
call 01635 200286 or email registrar@downehouse.net

 



an adventure in education

Downe House, Cold Ash, Thatcham, Berkshire RG18 9JJ
T: 01635 200286

E: registrar@downehouse.net
www.downehouse.net


